CHARLES,  LAUD  AND  WENTWORTH
" Sir, your Judges have committed me to prison here
in your Tower of London, where, by reason of the
quality of the air, I am fallen into a dangerous
disease. I humbly beseech your Majesty you will
command your Judges to set me at liberty, that for
recovery of my health I may take some fresh air.55
Whereupon his Majesty's answer was, it was not
humble enough. Then Sir John sent another petition
by his own son to the effect following. " Sir, I am
heartily sorry I have displeased your Majesty, and,
having so said, do humbly beseech you, once again,
to set me at liberty, that, when I have recovered
my health, I may return back to my prison, there
to undergo such punishment as God hath allotted
unto me." Upon this the Lieutenant came and
expostulated with him, saying it was proper to him,
and common to none else, to do that office of delivering
petitions for his prisoners. And if Sir John, in a
third petition, would humble himself to his Majesty
in acknowledging his fault and craving pardon, he
would willingly deliver it, and made no doubt but
he should obtain his liberty. Unto this, Sir John's
answer was,—" I thank you (Sir) for your friendly
advice : but my spirits are grown feeble and faint,
which when it shall please God to restore unto their
former vigour, I will take it farther into my con-
sideration." Sir John dying not long after, his son
petitioned his Majesty once more, he would be
pleased to permit his body to be carried into Cornwall,
there to be buried. Whereto was answered at the
foot of the petition, cc Let Sir John Eliot's body be
buried in the Church of that parish where he died/5
And, so it was buried in the Tower.3
58

